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(54) ABSORBENT ARTICLE 

(57) An absorbent article which comprises a liquid 
permeable topsheet 2. a liquid impermeable back sheet 
4, and an absorbent member 3 interposed between the 
topsheet 2 and the back sheet 4, substantially forms a 
rectangular shape, and, while worn, forms a front waist 
body portion A located at the front waist of a wearer and 
a rear waist body portion B located at the rear waist of a 
wearer, the rear waist body portion B having at each 
side thereof a fastening member 6 for fastening the 
absorbent article, wherein the back sheet 4 is made up 
of laminated sheeting composed of a finely porous resin 
film 4a and nonwoven fabric 4b and the fastening mem- 
ber 6 is formed of a male sheet member of a mechanical 
fastener and designed to be brought into direct contact 
with the surface of the nonwoven fabric 4b constituting 
the back sheet 4. The above-mentioned absorbent arti- 
cle has a good fit on a wearer, exhibits excellent leak- 
proofness and breathability while worn, and has an 
excellent texture. 
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Description 

Technical Field 

This invention relates to a disposable absorbent article. More particularly, it relates to a disposable absorbent arti- 
cle, such as diapers for babies and incontinence pads of underwear for adults, which has a good fit on a wearer and 
exhibits breathability and a soft texture. 

Background Art 

Disposable absorbent articles, such as diapers for babies and underwear for adults, are widely spread in the mar- 
ket and have been gradually and steadily taking the place of reusable diapers made of doth. Such absorbent articles 
typically comprise a liquid permeable topsheet, liquid impermeable back sheet, and an absorbent member interposed 
between the topsheet and the back sheet, have a substantially rectangular shape, and, when worn, form a front waist 
body portion located at the front waist of a wearer, a rear waist body portion located at the rear waist of a wearer the 
rear waist body portion having at each side thereof a fastening member for fastening the absorbent article. 

The above-described absorbent articles are particularly required to have satisfactory performance in leakproof- 
ness, breathability, and texture. 

The absorbent articles are required to have an improved fastening function to have improved leakproofness, and a 
number of proposals concerning this aspect have been made. 

In particular, it is necessary that an absorbent article once worn be unfolded and then re-fastened so that any 
change of the absorbent member during use (whether the absorbent member is in a correct position or whether the 
absorbent member still has room for absorbing the body liquid, and the like) may be checked to confirm excretion. To 
this effect, improvement in fastening function has been demanded. 

A fastening system adopted in conventional absorbent articles is comprised of a fastening member formed of an 
adhesive tape with an adhesive, the fastening member being to be stuck to a landing member provided for reinforce- 
ment on the surface of the back sheet. 

The problem of the conventional disposable diapers having such a fastening system is that, to ensure fastening (to 
prevent the fastening member from releasing during use) is accompanied by difficulty in unfastening and re-fastening. 
In order to ensure fastening and yet allow unfastening followed by re-fastening, the lancfing member should have 
increased strength and. accordingly, the back sheet should also have increased strength, which makes the back sheet 
harder and rougher and deteriorates the texture or the fit of the diaper when put on a wearer. 

The size of the landing member to be provided on the back sheet is minimized because too large a landing member 
would give a poor fit on putting to a wearer or causes an increase in cost. If the landing member is too small, on the 
other hand, the adhesive tape is liable to be stuck to the surface of the back sheet where no landing member is provided 
due to mistake on putting. This being the case, the back sheet will be broken when the adhesive tape is stripped off for 
re-fastening or when movement of a wearer imposes stress to the adhesive tape. 

While an absorbent article is worn by a baby or even an adult, waste liquid excreted from the body and held in the 
absorbent member and body fluid evaporated from the skin covered with the absorbent article make the inside of the 
absorbent article stuffy, which creates a diaper rash if a wearer is predisposed to. This is because "breathability" is 
required of an absorbent article. 

To meet the above-described demands, various proposals on films (or sheets) useful as a back sheet have been 
made to date. 

For example, Japanese Patent Publication No. 3801 1/93 discloses a finely porous sheet obtained by melt-kneading 
a specific crystalline polymer (e.g.. polypropylene) and a specific compound (e.g., a mineral oil), causing phase sepa- 
ration while sheeting (cooling), and stretching the resulting sheet 

However, the finely porous sheet proposed is inferior in leakproofness, especially against tow-surface tension liq- 
uids, such as urine. 

Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 47031/90 proposes a finely porous film obtained by melt-extruding a crystalline 
resin, cooling the extruded film under a pressure roll, and subjecting the film successively to heat treatment, stretching, 
and heat treatment Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 75151/90 proposes a finely porous film obtained by molding a 
crystalline polypropylene resin into film under specific conditions and stretching the resulting film under specific condi- 
tions. Further. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 331306/93 proposes a porous film consisting essentially of polypropyl- 
ene and polyethylene. 

Although the films according to these proposals are all excellent at preventing leakage of low-surface tension liq- 
uids such as urine, they not only have poor tensile and tear strength but have hard touch and are not therefore applica- 
ble as a back sheet of absorbent articles. 

Texture" is an attribute required because the skin of babies is soil and sensitive to a little pressure or a sliding 
action. As above stated, a special reinforcement should be provided on the surface of the back sheet for allowing unfas- 
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tening followed by re-fastening to check excretion, which results in poor texture. Under the present situation, therefore, 
no absorbent article that satisfies the requirements of leakproofness and breathability as well as texture has been pro- 
posed as yet 

In short, absorbent articles such as disposable diapers are required to be excellent in leakproofness, breathability, 
£ and texture. To satisfy these requirements, it has been desired for an absorbent article to have a back sheet that is soft 
and yet is not broken even without special reinforcement and also leakproof against liquid and yet highly permeable to 
moisture, to have a fastening function that allows unfastening tor re*fastening, to have soft surfaces which are to be 
brought into contact with the skin (corresponding, in the case of an absorbent article, to the side of the topsheet and the 
back sheet that is opposite to the side contacting the absorbent member), and to have a function of minimizing the con- 
io tact area with the skin. None of the absorbent articles so far proposed satisfies these requirements fully. 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to provide an absorbent article which has a good fit on a wearer, 
exhibits excellent leakproofness and breathability while worn, and has an excellent texture. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

15 

The inventors of the present invention have conducted extensive investigation in order to solve the aforesaid prob- 
lems and found, as a result that the above object is accomplished by an absorbent article having a male sheet member 
of a mechanical fastener as a fastening member for fastening the absorbent article, the fastening member being 
intended to be brought into direct contact with the surface of the back sheet so as to fasten the absorbent article. 
20 The invention has been completed based on the above finding and provides an absorbent article which comprises 
a liquid permeable topsheet, a liquid impermeable back sheet, and an absorbent member interposed between the top- 
sheet and the back sheet, substantially forms a rectangular shape, and. while worn, forms a front waist body portion 
located at the front waist of a wearer and a rear waist body portion located at the rear waist of a wearer, the rear waist 
body portion raving at each side thereof a fastening member for fastening the absorbent article, wherein the absorbent 
25 article is characterized in that the back sheet is made up of laminated sheeting composed of a finely porous resin film 
and nonwoven fabric and that the fastening member is formed of a male sheet member of a mechanical fastener and 
designed to be brought into direct contact with the nonwoven fabric constituting the back sheet. 

The invention also provides the above-described absorbent article, wherein the finely porous resin film and the non- 
woven fabric are laminated one on another with partial adhesion, the adhesion between the finely porous resin film and 
30 the nonwoven fabric having a continuous linear pattern which provides a continuous linear adhesive area in high- 
strength areas comprising a waist area located at the waist of a wearer, the leg areas located at each leg of a wearer, 
and a landing area with which the fastening member is to be brought into contact and a discontinuous dotted pattern 
which provides a large number of discontinuous dot adhesive areas in areas other than the high-strength areas. 

The invention also provides the above-described absorbent article, wherein the linear adhesive area in the linear 
35 pattern have a line width of 0.2 to 3 mm, the area ratio of the adhesive area to the non-adhesive area in each high- 
strength area (the area of the adhesive arearthe area of the non-adhesive area) ranges from 5:95 to 70:30, the area of 
the each dot adhesive pattern is 0.05 to 5 mm 2 , and the area ratio of the adhesive area to the non-adhesive area in 
each area other than the high-strength areas (the area of the adhesive arearthe area of the non-adhesive area) ranges 
from 1:99 to 40:60. 

40 The invention also provides the above-described absorbent article, wherein the finely porous resin film is made of 
a crystalline polyolefin resin, and the nonwoven fabric is made of polyolefin filaments. 

The invention also provides the absorbent article, wherein said nonwoven fabric is made of a mixture of at least two 
kinds of heat-fusible fibers which are hardly fused together, in which fibers of one kind being strongly fused at their inter- 
sections, and the fused intersections are distributed throughout the nonwoven fabric. 

45 The invention also provides the absorbent article , wherein said nonwoven fabric is made of fibers containing at 
least 50 % by weight of heat-fusible conjugated fibers having a core/sheath structure in which the core and the sheath 
are made of the same type of resinous components and the sheath component has a lower melting point. In addition, 
the following term" a core/sheath type fibers" can be used, instead of the term" fibers having a core/sheath structure". 
The invention also provides the above-described absorbent article, wherein the finely porous resin film and the non- 

so woven fabric are laminated through heat fusing. 

The invention also provides the above-described absorbent article, wherein the areas other than the high-strength 
areas comprising a waist body area located at the waist of a wearer, the leg areas located at each leg of a wearer, and 
a landing area with which the fastening member is to be brought into contact have a moisture permeability of not less 
than0.8g/[100 cm 2 • hr]. 

55 The term "mechanical fastener" as used herein denotes a fastening member composed of a female sheet member 
and a male sheet member. The female sheet member comprises a base sheet having thereon filaments arranged to 
form a large number of loops as female engaging pieces, with at least one end of the individual female engaging pieces 
being adhered to the base sheet and at least 50% of the female engaging pieces having both ends thereof adhered to 
the base sheet so as to secure space in the female engaging pieces. The male sheet member comprises a base sheet 



3 



EP 0 800 808 A1 



having thereon a countless number of projections, such as hooks and anchors as male enoaaino oieees Th» mal * 
sheerer and thefemale sheet member are designed to reieasably engage w^htch Zon £S ^ 

Brief Description nf Drawing s 
fast^b^ 

Rg.3(a).to 3(c).show a method for measuring a single fiber fusion bonding strength (or a fused point strenoth) 
er^Ic^^ 

side there^l 3 ^ °' *" diSPOSable *** 4 itS Med condition as seen from *• *"eet 

able^s^ 

Fig. 7 is a plane view illustrating the adhesion pattern of the back sheet shown in Fig 6 
Fig. 8 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of Fig. 7 along line VIII-VIII 

mecSca^^ "* SChematiCa " y 8h0W an ^-sectional view of the male sheet member of a 

Fig. 1 0 shows a method for measuring a tack. 

Fig 1 1 shows a manner of preparing a male member sample used in the measurement of a tack 
Fig. 12 shows a manner for fixing a nonwoven fabric sample used in the measurement of a tack 
ng.13 shows a method for measuring a peeling strength. 

Detailed Description nf fh e Invention 

«p^ZS^^ ,i,m and me nonwoven used in the artde of the - •» 

The finely porous resin film 4a constituting the back sheet 4 is not particularly restricted in composition and the like 
Z£i££* 3 ^ nB » n * mttmt * resin fi,m ' and any kncJfinely porous^Wm ca^ TbfusS 

J = f , K eXample ; the "fl.?" 8 <tescribed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open Nos. 47031/90. 75151/90. and 331305/93 as 
cried above can be used. When the resin film described in these publications is used, the resin X ispref^usS 

pensated for by the nonwoven fabric laminated thereon. 

The finely porous resin film preferably has a thickness of 5 to 100 urn. particularly io to 40um a misture oermiabiHv 

22 h P ^ 688 tha " 60 """^ Particu,ar,y preterably not ,ess 120 as tested with artificial 

In the present invention the following finely porous resin films are used for preference 

and acrtiSLT 7* *? """V* CrySta " ine P 01 * 0 ' 6 "" reSin8, SUCh 88 3 CrySta,,ine "Hl»xtonsiV polyethylene resin 
SiSSf P 0 '^ 0 ^ 6 res,n ' crystalline propylene homopolymer resins, especially crystalline pro- 

pylene homopolymer resins having a melt index of 5 or less. 

w ^ abcve - menti o ned i , i ; ne| y resin films do not contain those additives that have conventionally been used 
SLTSS?' Such fJ ,ll 7 a ^.P , »«°^. but contain, desired, onfraMwourtoltW^^..^ 

StSn?^ 

The finely porous resin film can be obtained by molding the above-described crystalline polyolefin resin into a film 
by a ccwentional method known for preparing a thermoplastic resin film, such as blown film extrusion and T-die extru- 
^mST 0 . th V eS ^ n9 ^!" n ******** 10 hea t treatment (hereinafter referred to as a heat treatment step 
£2n «S?2» ere,nafter re,Srred t0 38 a stretcnin9 step) ' and heat (hereinafter referred to as a heat treat- 

M J!? a 7°S n9 l ?i a <ilm> for "'""P' 6, Wown ,ilm extrusion is P™*** carried out at a draft ratio of 20 or higher 
uiariy io to 50 m/min; and at a molding temperature higher than the melting point by 30 to 100 8 C . particularly at a tem- 
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perature higher than the melting point by 50 to 80 °C. The draft ratio and the blow-up ratio denote the values 
represented by the following respective formulae: 

Draft ratio = take-up speed/linear velocity of a resin as extruded from a die 

c 

Blow-up ratio = diameter of blown film/diameter of die lip (through which a resin is extruded) 

The heat treatment step (1 ) facilities fine pore formation in the subsequent stretching step. 

The heat treatment step (1) can be carried out by any of known methods, for example, a method of contacting a 
w sheet with a heated roll or metal plate, a method of heating a sheet in air or an inert gas, or a method of heating a sheet 
wound around a core in a gas phase, and the like. 

The temperature and heat conditions in the heat treatment step (1) depend on the kind of the crystalline polyolefin 
used. The temperature is preferably lower than the melting point by 10 to 80 °C, and the time is preferably 10 seconds 
to 10 hours. 

is In the stretching step the heat-treated film obtained in the heat treatment step (1 ) is stretched to obtain a film having 
fine pores (hereinafter referred to as a porous film). 

The method of stretching in the stretching step is not particularly limited. The stretching can be carried out by a 
known method, such as roll stretching or tentering. 

The stretching conditions in the stretching step (i.e., stretching temperature and stretch ratio) vary depending on 
20 the kind of the crystalline polyolefin resin, the desired moisture permeability, and the like. The stretching temperature is 
preferably lower than the melting point by 50 to 130 °C, and the stretch ratio is preferably 50 to 500% (the language 
"stretch ratio of 50%" as used herein means that a length 100 before stretching becomes 150 after stretching). 
In the heat treatment step (2) the porous film is further subjected to a heat treatment. 

The temperature in the heat treatment step (2) varies depending on the kind of the crystalline polyolefin resin and 
25 preferably ranges from a temperature higher than the stretching temperature by 10 °C or more to a temperature lower 
than the melting point by 10 °C. 

The heat treatment step (2) is preferably carried out while controlling the tension so that the porous film may be 
reduced in length preferably by 5 to 50%. still preferably 10 to 40%, based on the length before the heat treatment step 
(2). 

30 Any kind of nonwoven fabric can be used as the nonwoven fabric constituting the back sheet 4 with no particularly 
limitation as long as it is usable in common absorbent articles, such as disposable diapers. Useful nonwoven fabric 
includes one prepared by cutting filaments formed of a single thermoplastic resin, e.g., polyethylene, polypropylene, 
polyethylene terephthalate or polyamide, or conjugated filaments having a core/sheath structure or a side-by-side struc- 
ture, if desired, after drawing and crimping the filaments by general melt-spinning, and bonding the resulting short fibers 

35 by dot adhesion with heat or an adhesive, one prepared by interlocking the short fibers by means of a water jet stream, 
a needle, etc., i.e., nonwoven fabric formed by a wet process, a dry process, spun-lacing or spun-bonding, etc. Nonwo- 
ven fabric comprising divided filaments obtained by divicfing multilayer filaments by an outer force can also be used. 
Further, nonwoven fabric directly formed by a melt-blown process can be used. 

Of these kinds of nonwoven fabric . the one prepared by using core/sheath type conjugated filaments having a low- 

40 elastic and/or low melting point resin as a sheath is preferred not only for its satisfactory texture and elasticity but also 
because laminating on the finely porous resin film can be conducted simply by heat fusing, which brings advantages in 
productivity, safety and economy. The core/sheath type conjugated filaments used include polyolefin filaments, such as 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET)/polyethylene (PE), polypropylene (PP)/polyethylene (PE), and polypropylene 
(PP)Zpolypropylene (PP). 

45 The filaments for use in the nonwoven fabric preferably have as small a thickness as possible for the softness and 
texture of the resulting nonwoven fabric. A particularly preferred thickness is 3 denier or less. While not particularly lim- 
iting, the lower limit of the thickness is about 0. 1 denier. Filaments finer than this lower limit are difficult to be produced. 
.The nonwoven fabric preferably has a basis weight of 5 to 200 g/m 2 , particularly 10 to 50 g/m 2 ; and an apparent thick- 
ness of 1 5 to 700 fim, particularly 30 to 400 pm, the apparent thickness being defined to be the thickness of a sample 

bo sandwiched in between a platen and a 10 cm x 10 cm plate with a load of 0.5 grf/cm 2 put on the plate, as measured with 
"PA-1830", a trade name, manufactured by Keyence. 

The nonwoven fabric can also be one made of a mixture of at least two kinds of heat-fusible fibers which are hardly 
fused together (hereinafter referred to as nonwoven fabric A). 

The language "hardly fused together" as used herein means that the fibers of two kinds are not fused together or. 

55 they are fused with only a smaller bonding strength than that would be obtained among fibers of the same kind, when 
they are exposed to such a condition that causes fibers of the same kind be fused together. 

The two kinds of heat-fusible fibers which are hardly fused together are not particularly limited as long as they are 
hardly fused together. They are preferably selected from the group consisting of a core/sheath type f toer having low 
melting point polypropylene as a sheath, a core/sheath type fiber having polyethylene as a sheath, and a core/sheath 
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type fiber having low melting point polyester as a sheath. 

When a core/sheath type fiber having low melting point polypropylene as a sheath, for instance, is used as one of 
the two kinds of fibers (hereinafter referred to as fiber A), the other kind of fibers (hereinafter referred to as fiber B) is 
preferably a core/sheath type fiber having polyethylene as a sheath or a core/sheath type fiber having low melting point 
5 polyester as a sheath. 

It is preferable to use a core/sheath type fiber having low melting point polypropylene as a sheath as a fiber A for 
obtaining nonwoven fabric having sealing properties and strength, and to use a core/sheath type fiber having polyeth- 
ylene as a sheath as a fiber B for obtaining nonwoven fabric having a good texture and strength. 

The low melting point polypropylene, which is used as a sheath component of the core/sheath type fiber having low 
10 melting point polypropylene as a sheath, is not particularly limited and can be any conventional low melting point poly- 
propylene. The melting point of the low melting point polypropylene is preferably 130 to 150 °C. The core component of 
the above fiber can be polyethylene terephthalate (melting point: 250 to 270 U C ) or polypropylene (melting point: 150 
to 170 °C), etc. 

The fiber preferably comprises 30 to 70 parts by weight of the sheath and 30 to 70 parts by weight of the core For 
15 obtaining high fusion strength, the fiber still preferably comprises 50 to 70 parts by weight of the sheath and 30 to 50 
parts by weight of the core. 

Commercially available core/sheath type fibers having low melting point polypropylene as a sheath, such as a 
series of SP fibers (e.g., "NBF (SP)", a trade name, produced by Daiwabo Co., Ltd.), a series of TPC fibers (e.g. , TPC, 
a trade name, produced by Chisso Corp.), and a series of PR-P (e.g., "PR", a trade name, produced by Ube Nitto Kasei 
20 K.K.), can be made use of. 

The polyethylene which can be used in the core/sheath type fiber having polyethylene as a sheath is preferably one 
having a melting point of 120 to 140 °C. The core component in this type of fiber includes polyethylene terephthalate 
(melting point: 250 to 270 °C) and p ^ypropylene (melting point: 150 to 170 °C), etc. 

The fiber preferably comprises 30 to 70 parts by weight of the sheath and 30 to 70 parts by weight of the core. For 
25 obtaining high fusion strength, the fiber still preferably comprises 50 to 70 parts by weight of the sheath and 30 to 50 
parts by weight of the core. 

Commercially available core/sheath type fibers having polyethylene as a sheath, such as a series of F6 fibers (e.g., 
"TJ04CE". a trade name, produced by Teijin Ltd.), a series of ETC fibers (e.g.. "ETC", a trade name, produced by 
Chisso Polypro K.K.), and a series of SH fibers (e.g., M NBF(SH)\ a trade name, produced by Daiwabo Co., Ltd.). can 
30 be made use of. 

The low melting point polyester which is used as a sheath component of the core/sheath type fiber having low melt- 
ing point polyester as a sheath is not particularly limited and can be any conventional low melting point polyester. The 
melting point of the low melting point polyester is preferably 100 to 150 °C. The core component of the above fiber 
includes polyethylene terephthalate (melting point: 250 to 270 °C) and polypropylene (melting point: 1 50 to 1 70 °C), etc. 

35 The fiber preferably comprises 40 to 90 parts by weight of the sheath and 1 0 to 60 parts by weight of the core. The 
fiber still preferably comprises 50 to 90 parts by weight of the sheath and 10 to 50 parts by weight of the core. 

Commercially available core/sheath type fibers having low melting point polyester as a sheath, such as a series of 
ELK fibers (e.g., "ELK", a trade name, produced by Teijin Ltd.), a series of TBF fibers (e.g., TBP, a trade name, pro- 
duced by Teijin Ltd.), and a series of Melty fibers (e.g., "Melty 4080", a trade name, produced by Unrtika Ltd.). can be 

40 made use of. 

The fibers used as f fcer A and those used as fiber B may be the same or different in fiber thickness (fineness). A 
preferred fiber thickness is 2 to 15 denier, particularly 3 to 6 denier. 

If the fiber thickness is less than 2 denier, where the resulting nonwoven fabric is used as a female member of a 
mechanical fastener, the space among the fibers into which engaging pieces of a male member can enter and be 
45 caught will be reduced. Further, the bonding strength (fusion strength) per intersection of fibers of the same kind is 
reduced, leading to a reduction in force of fastening a male member when the nonwoven fabric is used as a female 
member. If the fiber thickness exceeds 15 denier, although the bonding strength per intersection of fibers increases, 
such fibers are stiff only to provide weak engagement with the male member. 

The fibers A and B may have the same or different fiber lengths. A preferred fiber length is 40 to 80 mm. 
so While the mixing ratio of fibers A and B is arbitrary depending on the fibers, the fiber A is preferably used in a pro- 
portion of 30 to 70 parts by weight per 1 00 parts by weight of the total weight of the fibers A and B. This preferred range 
also applies when nonwoven fabric A further comprises fiber C as hereinafter described. 

More specifically, where the fiber A is a core/sheath type fiber having low melting point polypropylene as a sheath 
and the fiber B is a core/sheath type fiber having polyethylene as a sheath, the fiber A is preferably used in a proportion 
55 of 30 to 70 parts by weight per 1 00 parts by weight of the total weight of the f foers A and B. 

If the proportion of the fiber A is less than 30 parts by weight or more than 70 parts by weight, the fiber has a 
reduced degree of freedom only to provide substantially nothing more than nonwoven fabric made up of a single kind 
of fiber. 

The nonwoven fabric A can further contain an additional fiber which is hardly fused with either of the two kinds of 
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fibers, i.e., fibers A and B (hereinafter referred to as fiber C). 

The fiber C is preferably selected from the group consisting of core/sheath type fiber having low melting point poly- 
propylene as a sheath, core/sheath type fiber having polyethylene as a sheath, and core/sheath type fiber having low 
melting point polyester as a sheath. 
5 For example, when in using core/sheath type fibers having low melting point polypropylene as a sheath as fiber A 

and core/sheath type fiber having polyethylene as a sheath as fiber B. it is preferable to use core/sheath type fiber hav- 
ing low melting point polyester as a sheath as fiber C. 

Three-component system nonwoven fabric A made up of a mixture of the above-mentioned three kinds of fibers 
has an increased degree of freedom of constituent fibers as compared with two-component system nonwoven fabric A 
to while retaining an adequate fiber density. 

The thickness and length of the fiber C can be selected appropriately from the ranges given as for the fibers A and 

B. 

The proportion of the fiber C, if used, is preferably 20 to 40 parts by weight per 100 parts by weight of the total 
weight of the fibers A, B, and C. More specifically, in using a core/sheath type fiber having low melting point polypropyl- 
is ene as a sheath as fiber A, core/sheath type f ber having polyethylene as a sheath as fiber B, and core/sheath type fiber 
having low melting point polyester as a sheath as fiber C, a preferred proportion of the fiber C is 20 to 40 parts by weight 
per 100 parts by weight of the total weight. 

If desired, the nonwoven fabric A may further contain other kinds of fibers that are hardly fused with any of the 
above-described three kinds of f toers. 
20 The nonwoven fabric A comprising a nurture of various fibers preferably has a basis weight of 20 to 50 g/m 2 and a 
fiber density of 0.01 to 0.05 g/cm 3 . 

In the nonwoven fabric A, fibers of one kind are strongly fused at their intersections, and the fused intersections are 
uniformly distributed throughout the nonwoven fabric. 

The above-mentioned structure formed of Afferent fibers in the nonwoven fabric A is explained in more detail by 
25 referring to Figs. 1 and 2. 

Fig. 1 schematically illustrates the structure of the individual fibers in an embodiment of the nonwoven fabric A. and 
Fig. 2 schematically illustrates the state in which an engaging piece of a male member of a mechanical fastener bites 
the nonwoven fabric A. 

While the following description relates to a two-component system nonwoven fabric comprised of fibers A and B, it 
30 applies to systems comprised of three or more components. 

Nonwoven fabric A1 01 shown in Fig. 1 is comprised of fibers A and B which are hardly fused together. 
In the nonwoven fabric A101 , the fibers A are strongly fused among themselves at their intersections §, and the fib- 
ers B are strongly fused among themselves at their intersections b. 

The intersections a and b are distrbuted throughout the nonwoven fabric A101 almost uniformly. 
35 The term "almost uniformly* as used above is intended to mean that the intersections are equally present through- 
out the nonwoven fabric A101. The number of the total intersections (a+b) per unit area is preferably 2.5 x 10 6 to 1 .0 x 
10 8 perm 2 . 

The wads "strongly fused" as used herein means that the fusion between fibers of the same kind has a single fiber 
fusion bonding strength of 3 gf or more. The "single fiber fusion bonding strength" can be measured as follows. 

40 

Method of Measurement of Single Fiber Fusion Bonding Strength: 

Fig. 3 (a) is referred to. A paper frame 41 having a square cut out of its central portion (indicated by a single-dotted 
chain dash in Fig. 3(a)) is prepared. Two single fbers 42 and 42' are set at right angles in such a manner that the inter- 
ns section is positioned at the center of the square, and both ends of the two fibers are adhered to the paper frame 41 with 
an adhesive. Hot air at a working temperature of 1 43 °C is blown against the fibers 42 and 42' adhered to the paper 
frame 41 at a flow of 2.3 m/sec for 12 seconds to fuse the fibers at the intersection. 

The paper frame 41 is cut along the dotted line as shown in Fig. 3(b) to cut out square pieces 43 and 43' on which 
one end of the fbers 42 and 42' is adhered, respectively, as shown in Fig. 3(c). The pieces 43 and 43* are pulled to the 
so respective directions shown in Fig. 3(c) at a speed of 50 mm/min, and the strength of the intersection is measured as a 
single fiber fusion bonding strength. 

As shown in Fig. 1 , the nonwoven fabric A101 has meshes A' and B* formed of the respective fbers of one kind, 
each mesh A' being surrounded by the fibers A and intersections a and each mesh B' being surrounded by the fibers B 
and intersections b. 

55 The nonwoven fabric Al 01 also has a number of non-fusion bonded intersections c at which the fibers A and B are 
intersecting without being bonded together and a number of weakJy fusion bonded intersections d at which the fbers A 
and B are weakly fusion bonded together. 

The words "weakly bonded" as referred to above is used for the fusion bonding between different kinds of heat-fusi- 
ble fibers and means that the single fiber fusion bonding strength is 2 gf or lower. 
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mesh A- o. one KM and on. nU B' iSS^ m££!?£2Z ""VE™" ? °" e " a,> 01 

That is, even though the fiber density of the nonwoven fabric A is made eaual to or hinher 
woven fabric so that the distance L" between individual fibers is or S»n S J T n0 "' 

the rushes C are free in deform.g and expanding o^ZX^JKEffZE ^ 

the same kind of fibers or the mesh <r. thereby being anch3£ ES^fif " * ^ 

- dens^h"^ 

It is preferable that the nonwoven fabric A has a tensile strength of 1000 gf/50 mm or more in the MD direction 
(machine direction, and 200 gf/50 mm or more in the CD direction (Soss direction of £ 

The term,no.ogy "tensile strength" as used herein is a value obtained by the following method of measurement. 

■« Method of Measurement of Tensile Strength: 

nJ^H IT TenSi, ° n fI A ' 100 manufactured b V Orientec K.K. is used. A 50 mm wide and 200 mm long sped- 
^rTTh^ 

forea^Ti^ 

The nonwoven fabric A can be prepared as follows. 

«, ^ "TT 6 " A COmprised ^ «*o kinds of fibers, i.e., fibers A and B, can easily be obtained bv an air- 

2 T : " ^ "* Sir * 1 30 to 1 50 ° C iS Wown a ,ib " •* « Prepared fro^ mfxt Je o" me 
fibers in a usual manner, at an air flow of 1 to 2 m/sec for 5 to 10 seconds om a mixture or the 

The nonwoven fabric A comprised of three or more kinds of fibers can easily be obtained by forming a mixture of 
the fibers ; ,nto a f fcer web and treating the fiber web by an air-through method in L same manner asTtiabSe 

embSsing ~* * * 96neral nonwoven ** ^ 

(her^^^^^ 

3 h !i Ped,iC heat - fusib,e c ° n i"9ated fiber which can be used in the nonwoven fabric B is a core/sheath tvoe fiber 
<re7mi^ 
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The language "the same type of resinous components" as used above is intended to mean that the resinous com- 
ponent constituting the sheath and that constituting the core have a similar structure, i.e., the same main structure, and 
are compatible with each other. For example, a polypropylene (PP) core and a low melting point PP sheath are com- 
bined, or a polyethylene terephthalate (PET) core and a low melting point PET sheath are combined. The combination 

5 of the core and the sheath is not limited to these examples, and any combination can be used provided that the core 
component and the sheath component are combined so as to satisfy the condition that the interfacial strength between 
the core and the sheath is not lower than the fused point strength and that the fused point strength is higher than 3 gf . 

The same type of resinous components" can be resin mixtures (so-called polyblends). For example, the core com- 
ponent can be PET while the sheath component can be a resin mixture mainly comprising PET, or the core component 

w can be PP while the sheath component can be a resin mixture mainly comprising PP. The resin mixture mainly compris- 
ing PET includes a resin mixture comprising 100 parts by weight of PET and not more than 100 parts by weight of pol- 
yethylene (PE). The resin mixture mainly comprising PP includes a resin mixture comprising 100 parts by weight of PP 
and 2 to 8 parts by weight of PE. And, the core component can be a resin mixture of the above-mentioned resins, e.g., 
PP and PET. 

is A core to sheath weight ratio of the heat-fusible conjugate fiber is preferably 20:80 to 80:20, still preferably 20 to 
40:80 to 60. 

The melting point of the core component is preferably higher than that of the sheath component by 10 to 120 °C. 
More specifically, it is preferable that the melting point of the core component is 125 to 260 C C and that of the sheath 
component is 90 to 150 °C. 

20 Examples of the above-described heat-fusible conjugate fiber include a PP/PP core/sheath fiber composed of a 
polypropylene core having a melting point of 150 to 170 °C and a low melting point polypropylene sheath whose melting 
point is from 1 30 to 150 °C and lower than that of the core; a PE/PE core/sheath fiber composed of a polyethylene core 
having a melting point of 120 to 140 °C and a polyethylene sheath having a melting point of 90 to 120 °C; and a 
PET/PET core/sheath frber composed of a polyethylene terephthalate core having a melting point of 250 to 270 °C and 

25 a polyethylene terephthalate sheath having a melting point of 70 to 1 80 °C,etc. 

The low melting point polypropylene which can be used as a sheath component in the PP/PP core/sheath fiber can 
be any known low melting point polypropylene. The fiber preferably comprises 30 to 70 parts by weight of the sheath 
and 30 to 70 parts by weight of the core in the above PP/PP core/sheath type f iber. For obtaining high fusion bonding 
strength, the ftoer still preferably comprises 40 to 60 parts by weight of the sheath and 40 to 60 parts by weight of the 

30 core. 

Commercially available PP/PP core/sheath fibers, such as a series of TPC ftoers (e.g.. TPC, a trade name, pro- 
duced by Chisso Corp.), and a series of PR-P fibers (e.g., "PR", a trade name, produced by Ube Nitto Kasei K.K.), can 
be made use of. 

Polyethylene for use as a sheath component in the PE/PE core/sheath fiber can be any known polyethylene. The 
35 fiber preferably comprises 30 to 70 parts by weight of the sheath and 30 to 70 parts by weight of the core in the above 
PE/PE core/sheath fiber. For obtaining high fusion bonding strength, the fiber still preferably comprises 40 to 60 parts 
by weight of the sheath and 40 to 60 parts by weight of the core. 

The low melting point polyester for use as a sheath component in the PET/PET core/sheath fiber can be any low 
melting point polyester. The PET/PET core/sheath ftoer preferably comprises 40 to 90 parts by weight of the sheath and 
40 10 to 60 parts by weight of the core in the above PET/PET core/sheath type fiber. The fiber still preferably comprises 
50 to 90 parts by weight of the sheath and 10 to 50 parts by weight of the core. 

Commercially available core/sheath fibers having low melting point polyester as a sheath, such as a series of ELK 
fiber (e.g., "ELK", a trade name, produced by Teijin Ltd.), a series of TBP fibers (e.g., TBF", a trade name, produced by 
Teijin Ltd.). and a series of Melty ftoers (e.g., "Mefty 4080", a trade name, produced by Unitika Ltd.), can be made use of. 
45 The heat-fusible conjugate fiber preferably has a fiber thickness of 2 to 12 denier, particularly 4 to 10 denier, and a 
fiber length of 3 to 1 0 cm, particularly 4 to 8 cm. 

The heat-fustole conjugate fiber preferably has a fused point strength of 3 gf or higher, particularly 5 gf or higher. 
The higher the fused point strength, the better. The interfacial strength between the core and the sheath is preferably 
higher than the fused point strength (the strength at the intersection of the individual heat-fusible conjugate fibers). 
so If the fused point strength is less than 3 gf, when the nonwoven fabric is used as a female member of a mechanical 
fastener, the fused points of the individual constituent fibers tend to be broken on stripping a male member, which 
causes fluffing. 

The term "fused point strength" as used herein means a value measured in the same manner as for the single fiber 
fusion bonding strength. 

55 The nonwoven fabric B contains at least 50% by weight, preferably 70 to 100% by weight, of the heat-fusible con- 
jugate fiber. If the content of the heat-fusible conjugate ftoer is less than 50% by weight, the fused point strength is insuf- 
ficient, and the nonwoven fabric undergoes fluffing when used as a female member of a mechanical fastener. 

That is. the nonwoven fabric B may consist solely of the heat-fusible conjugate ftoer or a fiber mixture comprising 
at least 50% by weight of the heat-fusible conjugate fiber and other fibers. 
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of the back sheet shown in Fig. 6. Fig.8 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of Fig. 7 along line VIII-VIII. Figs. 9(a)* and 
9(b) each schematically show an enlarged cross-sectional view of the male sheet member of a mechanical fastener. 

The disposable diaper 1 shown in Figs. 4 and 5. an illustration of an absorbent article, comprises a liquid permeable 
topsheet 2. liquid impermeable back sheet 4, and an absorbent member 3 which is interposed between the topsheet 2 
and the back sheet 4, The disposable diaper 1 forms a substantially rectangular shape and, while worn, is sectioned 
into a front waist body portion A located at the front waist of a wearer and a rear waist body portion B located at the rear 
waist of a wearer. The rear waist body portion B has a fastening member 6 for fastening the absorbent article at both 
side edges thereof 5a and 5b. 

In more detail, the front waist body portion A has a landing area 9 with which the fastening member 6 is to be 
brought into contact when the diaper is fastened. A crotch portion C is formed between the front waist body portion A 
and the rear waist body portion B, which corresponds to the crotch portion of a wearer. 

The back sheet 4 and the topsheet 2 are longer and wider than the absorbent member 3. The back sheet 4 and the 
topsheet 2 are adhered to each other at the periphery of the absorbent member 3 interposed between these two 
sheets. The absorbent member 3, the back sheet 4, and the topsheet 2 each have the middle portion thereof narrowed 
to form the crotch portion C that is narrower than the front waist body portion A and the rear waist body portion B. 

Elastic members 7a and 8a are provided in the waist area 7 and the leg area 8 which are located at the waist and 
each leg of a wearer thereby giving a further improvement in leakproof function when worn. Such a structure is the 
same as in conventionally known absorbent articles, such as disposable diapers. 

Topsheets and absorbent members used in common absorbent articles, such as disposable diapers, can be used 
as the topsheet 2 and the absorbent member 3 with no particular limitation. Elastic members, such as bands or stretch- 
able rubber, which are used in common absorbent articles, such as disposable diapers, can be used as the elastic 
members 7a and 8a with no particular limitation. 

In the disposable diaper 1 according to this embodiment, the back sheet 4 is formed of laminated sheeting com- 
posed of a finely porous resin film 4a and nonwoven fabric 4b, and the fastening member 6 is formed of a male sheet 
member of a mechanical fastener and designed to be brought into direct contact with the surface of the nonwoven fabric 
4b constituting the back sheet 4 to fasten the disposable diaperl . 

In greater detail, the back sheet 4 should be permeable to moisture and leakproof against liquid. In order to satisfy 
both requirements of tear strength and texture, it is preferable to provide the nonwoven fabric 4b as a surface layer so 
that the fastening member 6 may be stuck to any part of the back sheet 4. 

Specifically the back sheet 4 can have the structure shown in Fig. 6(a). in which a single finely porous resin film 4a 
and a single nonwoven fabric 4b are laminated one on another, or the structure shown in Fig.6(b). in which nonwoven 
fabric 4b is laminated on both sides of a finely porous resin film 4, and the like. It is necessary that the finely porous 
resin film 4a in the structure of Fig.6(a) be on the side facing the absorbent member 3 with the nonwoven fabric 4b on 
the surface side of the back sheet 4. 

The finely porous resin film 4a and the nonwoven fabric 4b are laminated one on another through partial adhesion 
as shown in Fig. 7. If they are adhered all over the lamination plane, the moisture permeability would be reduced or 
completely lost, and the back sheet will have increased flexural rigidity, sometimes feeling stiff and having extremely 
poor texture. Therefore, partial adhesion as in this embodiment is preferred. 

AS shown in Figs. 4 through 8, the adhesion pattern between the finely porous resin film 4a and the nonwoven fab- 
ric 4b is a continuous linear pattern which provides continuous linear adhesive areas 4c in high-strength areas 10 com- 
prising a waist area 7 located at the waist of a wearer, leg areas 8 located at each leg of a wearer, and a landing area 
9 with which the fastening member 6 is to be brought into contact and a discontinuous dotted pattern which provides a 
large number of discontinuous dot adhesive areas 4c' in areas 10a other than the high-strength areas 10. 

The adhesion having the linear pattern in the high-strength areas 10 provides sufficient strength for sticking a fas- 
tening member thereto or for providing an elastic member. 

As shown in Fig. 5, it is preferable that the ratio of the length of the waist area 7 to the total length L of the dis- 
posable diaper (L,/L) is 0.02 to 0.1 ; the ratio of the length L 2 of the leg area 8 to the total length L of the disposable 
diaper (Lg/L) is 0.02 to 0.1 ; and the ratio of the length L 3 of the landing area to the total length L of the diaper (L3/L) is 
0.05 to 0.25. 

While there are cases as follows, depending on the process for producing the back sheet, in which the dot adhesive 
areas are also formed in the above-described high-strength areas, all the areas where the above-described linear adhe- 
sive area is formed correspond to the above-identified high-strength areas in the present invention. 

Taking the fastening strength at the fastening member , operating simplicity in fastening, and softness into consid- 
eration, linear patterns made up of a cluster of hexagons, diamonds, triangles, circles, etc. or mixed patterns composed 
of two or more of these shapes are preferred. In this particular embodiment a pattern made up of a cluster of hexagons 
is used as shown in Fig. 7. In this invention, the pattern composed of hexagons or the mixed pattern are preferred from 
the standpoint of tensile and tear strength of the sheet, fastening performance of the fastening member, and the texture. 

The dotted pattern is designed to improve the texture. It is preferred for tear strength and texture that the dot adhe- 
sive areas be arranged in the oblique direction with reference to the width direction of the sheet as illustrated in Fig. 7 
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rather than arranged in parallel or perpendicularly to the width direction. While not limiting, the individual dot adhesive 
areas preferably have a crcular shape, a diamond shape, a hexagonal shape or etc. from the viewpoint of texture. 

The linear adhesive area 4c in the linear pattern preferably has a line width of 0.2 to 3 mm, particularly 0 5 to 1 5 
mm. The area ratio of the adhesive area (the area where the linear adhesive areas 4c are formed) to the non-adhesive 
area (the area where neither the linear adhesive area 4c nor the dot adhesive area 4C is formed) in each high-strength 
area 10 (the area of the adhesive area:the area of the non-adhesive area) preferably ranges from 5:95 to 70 30 partic- 
ularly 20:80 to 40:60. If the line width is less than 0.2 mm, the adhesive force is insufficient. If it exceeds 3 mm the soft- 
ness is reduced. If the area ratio of the adhesive area is less than 5, the laminated sheet has insufficient shape 
retention. If it exceeds 70. the adhesive area increases, but the texture deteriorates. The moisture permeability is also 
reduced in some cases. Therefore, the above-specified area ratio is preferred. 

The area of the individual dot adhesive areas 4c* in the dotted pattern is preferably 0.05 to 5 mm 2 particularly 0 5 
to 2 mnr . The area ratio of the adhesive area (the area where the dot adhesive areas 4C are formed) to the non-adhe- 
sive area (the area where no dot adhesive area 4c' is formed) in each area 1 0a other than the high-strength areas 10 
(the area of the adhesive arearthe area of the non-adhesive area) preferably ranges from 1 :99 to 40:60 particularly 5 95 
to 20:80. If the area of each dot adhesive area is less than 0.05 mm 2 , it is difficult to secure adhesion. If it exceeds 5 
mm , the adhesive area becomes harder are larger, deteriorating the texture. It the area ratio of the dot adhesive areas 
is less than 1 , the adhesive force of the laminated sheet is insufficient. If it exceeds 40. the texture deteriorates 

While the finely porous resin film 4a and the nonwoven fabric 4b can be adhered to each other in a usual manner 
by means, e.g., of an adhesive or a hot-melt adhesive, it is preferable that they are adhered by heat fusing in view of 
productivity, safety, and economy and also for avoiding reduction in sheet softness to keep a good texture. 

The method of heat fusing is not particularly restricted, and generally employed methods, such as a hot roll method, 
a radio frequency method, and an ultrasonication method, are used. A hot roll method is particularly preferred in view 
of productivity. 

Heat fusing of the high-strength areas 10 and that of the other areas 10a may be carried out simultaneously. How- 
ever, considering that positioning must be done on the production line, it is preferable that the laminate is heat-fused in 
dot patterns over the entire area and then heat-fused in a line pattern on the portions corresponding to the high-strength 
areas where dot adhesive areas have already been formed, thereby providing the high-strength areas 10 and. at the 
same time, the other areas 10a. That is, the above-mentioned two-stage hot fusing allows adopting a method in which 
the dotted pattern is made off-line of the production of absorbent articles and the linear pattern is made in-line. 

Where a linear pattern formed overlaps the previously provided dotted pattern, the area ratio of the adhesive area 
(the area where the linear adhesive areas 4c or the dot adhesive areas 4c* are formed) to the non-adhesive area (the 
area where neither the linear adhesive area 4c nor the dot adhesive area 4c' is formed) (i.e.. the area of the adhesive 
area:the area of the non-adhesive area) preferably ranges from 10:90 to 80:20. particularly 20:80 to 50:50. 

In forming the areas 10a other than the high-strength areas 10 by heat fusing to give good adhesion in dots at the 
laminating interface between the finely porous resin film 4a and the nonwoven fabric 4b. the laminated sheet is prefer- 
ably heated from the side of the finely porous resin film. In forming the high-strength areas 10, on the other hand, heat- 
ing of the laminated sheet for giving linear adhesive areas is preferably done from its nonwoven fabric side so as not to 
impair the function as a female sheet member of a mechanical fastener. 

The areas 10a other than the high-strength areas 10 preferably have a moisture permeability of not lower than 0.8 
g/[100 cm 2 • hr], particularly 1.0 to 3.0 g/[l00 cm 2 • hr], and a leakproofness of not less than 30 minutes, still prefer- 
ably not less than 60 minutes, particularly preferably not less than 1 20 minutes, as measured against artificial urine hav- 
ing a surface tension of 45 dyne/cm at a liquid pressure of 35 gf/cm 2 . 

The back sheet 4 preferably has an apparent thickness (the same as that for the nonwoven fabric 4b) of 20 to 700 
Mm, particularly 30 to 400 jim. 

Where the adhesive areas of the back sheet 4 are provided at intervals greater than 2 cm 2 , the thickness at the 
non-adhered thick area was taken as an apparent thickness. 

The male sheet member of the mechanical fastener which can be used to form the fastening member 6 includes 
the sheets shown in Figs. 9(a) and (b). 

The male sheet member shown in Fig. 9(a) comprises a base sheet 6b having provided thereon a large number of 
anchor-shaped male engaging pieces 6a. The male sheet member shown in Fig. 9(b) comprises a base sheet 6b* hav- 
ing provided thereon a large number of hook-shaped male engaging pieces 6a*. 

The male engaging pieces 6a or 6a* and the base sheet 6b or 6b' are not particularly limited in material, but are 
preferably made up of thermoplastic resins from the productive and economical considerations. Suitable examples of 
useful thermoplastic resins are polyethylene, polypropylene, polyamide. and polyester ,etc. The material of the male 
engaging pieces 6a or 6a' and that of the base sheet 6b or 6b' may be the same or different. The male engaging pieces 
6a or 6a' and the base sheet 6b or 6b' may be formed by integral molding, or they may be formed separately and then 
adhered. From the productive and economical considerations, integrally molded male sheet members are preferred. 
The density of the male engaging pieces is preferably 25 to 250 pieces per cm 2 . 

The male sheet member is attached to each side edge of the rear waist body portion with its side having no male 
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engaging pieces fixed thereto via an adhesive or through heat fusing, thereby providing the fastening member. 

It should be understood that the absorbent articles according to the present invention are not construed as being 
limited to the aforementioned particular embodiment, and various changes and modifications can be made without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. For instance, the landing area does not need to have a clear bor- 
5 derline. The borderline between an area having the linear pattern (i.e.. high-strength area) and other areas having the 
dotted pattern can rather be made ambiguous so that the change from the linear pattern to the dotted pattern may occur 
with gradation. In this case, the stress from the fastening member toward the back sheet is diffused to make a better fit. 

As long as the above<iescribed function is fulfilled, the male sheet member of the mechanical fastener is not limited 
in shape and the like, and any kind of generally known mechanical fasteners (for example, "Magic Tape", a registered 
w trade name) can be made use of. irrespective of whatever the disclosed technique is called. 

The invention will now be illustrated in greater detail with reference to examples, but the invention is by no means 
limited thereto. 

Example 1 

15 

A finely porous polypropylene resin film as a finely porous resin film was prepared as follows. 

A polypropylene resin (a homopolymer produced by Chisso Corp.; melt index: 0.4; melting point: 169°C ) was 
extruded and blown into a tubular film having a thickness of 25 jim from a 50 mm single-screw extruder (L/D=28 ) 
equipped with a circular die having a die lip clearance of 1 mm and a die lip diameter of 200mm under conditions of 250 
20 °C. a draft ratio of 40, and a blow-up ratio of 1 .0. The tubular blown film was cut and opened and taken up to obtain a 
film. 

The resulting film was subjected to a heat treatment in an oven at 100 °C for 2 hours. 

The heated film was stretched at a stretch ratio of 2.0 and a film feed rate of 2 m/min. followed by heat-treatment 
to cause 25% shrinkage (heat set) by means of stretching equipment having a working width of 1500 mm and com- 

25 prised of two preheating rolls having a diameter of 500 mm, two stretching rolls having a diameter of 1 00 mm. two heat- 
treating rolls having a diameter of 500 mm, and two cooling rolls having a diameter of 500 mm, to give a finely porous 
polypropylene resin film. The surface temperature of the preheating rolls, stretching rolls, heat-treating rolls, and cooling 
rolls was set at 50 °C, 50 °C. 120 °C. and 27 °C. respectively. 

The resulting finely porous polypropylene resin film showed uniform whitening and had a thickness of 21 to 22 um. 

30 Nonwoven fabric was prepared as follows. 

Conjugated filaments comprising polypropylene having a melting point of 161 °C as a core and low melting point 
polypropylene having a melting point of 148 °C as a sheath at a cross-sectional core to sheath area ratio of 60/40 and 
having a thickness of 2 denier were prepared. The conjugated filaments were cut to 38 mm lengths, formed into a web 
having a basis weight of 22 g/m 2 by means of a carding machine, and then passed under a heat roll to give nonwoven 

35 fabric having an apparent thickness of 290 um. 

The resulting finely porous polypropylene resin film 4a and nonwoven fabric 4b was combined into a back sheet 4 
shown in Fig. 3(a). That is. the finely porous polypropylene resin film 4a and the nonwoven fabric 4b were each slit to 
350 mm width and laminated one on another. The laminate was passed through a partial heat sealer composed of an 
embossing roll and a back-up roll both having a diameter of 100 mm and a working width of 600 mm with the finely 

40 porous polypropylene resin film 4a facing the embossing roll, to form dot adhesive areas 4c\ The embossing roll used 
was dotted with column-shaped projections having a diameter of 1 mm and a height of 0.5 mm at intervals of 2 mm, the 
projections being arranged in the oblique direction (at an angle of 45° ) with reference to the revolving direction of the 
roll. The embossing was carried out at an embossing roll surface temperature of 154 °C, a linear pressure of 33 kg/cm 
onto the back-up roll (paper roll), and a laminate feed rate of 30 m/min. The resulting laminated sheet had an apparent 

45 thickness of 300 um and an area ratio of adhesive area/non-adhesive area ratio of 20/80. 

The sheet having dot adhesive areas formed was then passed through a partial heat sealer comprised of an 
embossing roll and a back-up roll both having a diameter of 160 mm and a working width of 600 mm with the nonwoven 
fabric 4b facing the embossing roll. The embossing roll used here was an iron-made roll having its surface area of 60 
mm in the revolving direction of the roll and 220 mm in roll width direction engraved with a positive pattern comprising 

so a cluster of hexagons each side of which had a line width of 1 mm and a length of 5 mm. The embossing was carried 
out at an embossing roll surface temperature of 154 °C. a linear pressure of 33 kg/cm onto the back-up roll (paper roll), 
and a laminate feed rate of 30 m/min to give continuous sheeting for a back sheet having linear adhesive areas 4c 
famed at a prescribed position. The resulting continuous sheeting for a back sheet had linear adhesive areas 4c for 
every 500 millimeters in the MD direction to provide the landing area 9. The waist area and the leg areas were also 

55 formed in the respective prescribed positions. The individual landing area 9 had a width of 60 mm in the MD direction 
and a length of 220 mm, centered in the CD direction. The landing area 9 had an apparent thickness of 280 um and an 
area ratio of adhesive area to the non-adhesive area was 22/78. 

The area ratio of the adhesive area inclusive of the previously formed dot adhesive areas to the non-adhesive area 
was about 38/62. 
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The thus obtained back sheet was evaluated for moisture permeability, leakproofness, tear strength and texture as 
follows. As a result, the back sheet had a moisture permeability of 1 .6 g/[1 00 cm 2 • hr] in the areas other than the high- 
strength areas (the areas where only dot adhesive areas are formed), a leakproofness of more than 180 minutes a tear 
strength of greater than 700 gf/mm, and a texture graded "A". 

Method of Evaluation: 

(1) Moisture Permeability: 

Measured in accordance with JIS Z0208. 

(2) Leakproofness: 

The sheet was fixed over one end of a cylinder having a diameter of 3 cm with a ring having silicone rubber packing 
to make a sheet stopper having a diameter of 3 cm. Artificial urine was put in the cylinder to a height of 35 cm. The time 
for the liquid to start leaking through the sheet stopper was measured. The artificial urine comprised 1 .94 wt% of urea, 
0.795 wt% of sodium chloride, 0.1 10 wt% of magnesium sulfate, 0.062 wt% of calcium chloride, 0.197 wt% of potas- 
sium sulfate, and 0.010 wt% of red #2 (dye) and had a surface tension adjusted to 45 dyne/cm with polyoxyethylene 
nonyl phenyl ether. 

(3) Tear Strength: 

A specimen having a width of 30 mm and a length of 60 mm in the stretching direction ( MO direction) was pre- 
pared. A notch 30 mm in length was made from the middle of one longitudinal end of the specimen toward the center. 
Each of the two ends thus split was fitted to a tensile tester, one with its surface up, and the other down. The specimen 
was torn at a rate of pulling of 300 mm/min to obtain an average stress. 

(4) Texture: 

Thetexture of the back sheet was evaluated by touch and graded as follows. 

A Soft and very satisfactory in texture. 

B Soft and satisfactory in texture. 

C Slightly hard and slightly poor in texture. 

D Hard and poor in texture. 

A disposable diaper shown in Fig. 1 was prepared as an absorbent article of the invention by using the above- 
described back sheet (300 mm wide, 500 mm long) and the above-described male sheet member of a mechanical fas- 
tener (20 mm x 20 mm). A nonwoven fabric sheet generally used in common disposable diapers was used as a top- 
sheet 2. and a sheet of multiple piles of mixed fibers of pulp and an absorbent polymer, which is generally used in 
common disposable diapers, was used as an absorbent member 3. 

The male sheet member of a mechanical fastener used here was "Mechanical Fastener Hook CS-200 (900PPI)" 
produced by Minnesota Mining & Mfg. Co. (3M) and available from Sumitomo 3M Ltd., which has about 120 anchor 
shaped projections per cm 2 on its base sheet and an adhesive on the back side of the base sheet. 

As compared with diapers prepared by using a conventional back sheet and a fastening tape, the resulting dispos- 
able diaper suffered no leakage of urine, could be fastened satisfactorily even after repetition of fastening and unfasten- 
ing, and provided a good fit and an excellent texture. 

EXAMPLE 2 

A disposable diaper was prepared in the same manner as in Example 1, except for using nonwoven fabric A* 
described below. 

The nonwoven fabric A' used was tested in accordance with the following test methods. As a result, the tack and 
the peeling strength were 83gf and 160gf, respectively, and the fluffing was graded 2. 

As compared with diapers prepared by using a conventional back sheet and a fastening tape, the resulting dispos- 
able diaper suffered no leakage of urine, could be fastened satisfactorily even after repetition of fastening and unfasten- 
ing, and provided a good fit and an excellent texture. 
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Nonwoven Fabric A * 

Nonwoven fabric A' was prepared by using the following mixing percentages by weight of fibers A and B in accord- 
ance with the process described below. 

c 

Fibers A: Fibers having a core/sheath structure comprising polyethylene terephthalate (PET) as a core and poly- 
ethylene (PE) as a sheath at a core /sheath weight ratio of 40/60; fiber size: 4 denier x 51 mm; the mixing percent- 
age of fibers A : 50 wt %. 

Fiber B: Fibers having a core/sheath structure comprising PET as a core and polypropylene (PP) as a sheath at a 
io core/sheath weight ratio of 50/50; fiber size: 4 denier x 51 mm; the mixing percentage of fibers B: 50 wt %. 

Process: Fibers A and B were mixed at a mixing ratio of 50/50 by weight and made into a card web. The resulting 
card web was heat treated with hot air at a flow of 1 to 2 m/sec for 6 seconds to obtain nonwoven fabric A' having 
a basis weight of 27 g/m 2 . 

is The resulting nonwoven fabric was tested according to the following test methods. As a result, the tack, the peeling 
strength ,and the tear strength were 83gf. 160gf and 2160gf, respectively, and the fluffing was graded 2. 

(Tack) 

20 As shown in the Fig. 10. a male member 20 (30 x 30 mm, see Rg. 11) (CS-200 900PPI .a trade name, produced 
by 3M) was pressed onto a piece of the resulting nonwoven fabric 4b by applying a static bad ol 16.7 gf/cm 2 for 10 sec- 
onds, and a base strip 22 having thereon the male member 20 was pulled up at a speed of 300 mm/mi n in the direction 
shown by the arrow. The pulling force at the release of the male mamber 20 from the nonwoven fabric 4b was measured 
as a tack. 

25 As shown in Ftg.11, the male member 20 was fixed to one side of the base strip 22 via a double-sided adhesive 
tape 23. Onto the other side of the strip at the position corresponding to the male member 20 was fixed an acrylic resin 
plate 21 via a double-sided adhesive tape 23 so as to maintain the angle of peeling at 0° . 

As shown in the Fig. 12, the nonwoven fabric 4b was fixed on an acrylic resin plate 3 via a double-sided adhesive 
tape 2. 

30 

(Peeling strength) 

The nonwoven fabric 4b was cut to a size of 5 cm x 5 cm and stuck to the outer nonwoven fabric (back sheet) of 
Merries Pants (a trade name of a disposable diaper produced by Kao Corp.) via a duble-sided adhesive tape. A 3 cm x 

35 3 cm piece was cut out of a male sheet member of a mechanical fastener. A base sheet of 3 cm x 3 cm was adhered 
to the back side of the cut piece of the male sheet member in such a manner that a width of 10 mm from one end of the 
base sheet remained free (20a in Fig. 1 3) , and a base film of the same size as the male sheet member was adhered to 
the base sheet to prepare a male sheet member sample 20'. 

As shown in Fig. 13. the male sheet member sample 20" was placed on the nonwoven fabric 4b with its 10 mm wide 

40 end (the portion consisting solely of the base sheet) free, and a double stroke of a roller weighing 1 kg was given to the 
male sheet member sample 20*. The male sheet member sample 20' was then peeled by pulling the end 20a to the 
direction (longitudial direction of the male sheet member sample 20') indicated by the arrow at a pulling speed of 300 
mm/min, and the force required for stripping the male sheet member sample 20' off the nonwoven fabric 4b was meas- 
ured. The peeling test was repeated 10 times to obtain an average peeling strength. Alternatively, the measurement 

45 data were processed by peeling test mode data processing software MP-100P (MS-DOS) Ver. 43.1 , produced by Ori- 
entec K.K., and the peeling strength was evaluated by the 5-point average load. 

The base sheet and the base film used above are not limited in material as far as the male member can be fixed 
thereon. (Fluffing) 

The surface condition of the nonwoven fabric 4b after the measurement of peeling strength was observed with the 
so naked eye, and the fluffing was evaluated in 5 grades. 

1. No fluffing 

2. Slight fluffing 

3. Medium fluffing 

55 4. Considerable fluffing 

5. Failure of the nonwoven fabric 



15 



EP 0 800 808 A1 

EXAMPLE 3 



describiS 6 in ** mann6r 88 Examp ' e 1l ^ for usin 9 nonwoven fabric B> 

The nonwoven fabric B' was tested in the same manner as in Example 2. As a result, the tack and the peelina 
strength were 86 of and 120 gf, respectively, and the fluffing was graded i 9 

ahip ri^TSJ* £ ! i3 ? rS T^* by USi " 9 3 """"fr" 81 *** ^eet and a faslening tape, the resulting dispos- 
£ ,JX£ £ Jff^?! 01 Ur,ne ' C ° U,d be ,aS,ened satisfa ^y after repetition of fastening and unfasten- 
ing, and provided a good fit and an excellent texture. 



Nonwoven Fabric B ' 

Heat-fusible conjugated f bers 100wt% having low heat shrinkability and high fused point strength which comprised 
PP having a meltrng point of 162 °C as a core and PP having a melting point of 143 °C as a sheath at a core/sheath 
weight ratio of 60/40 and had a fiber thickness of 4 denier and a fiber length of 51 mm were made into a web Th^^esutt- 
mg web was heat treated with hot air of 146 °C for 30 seconds to obtain nonwoven fabric B' having a basis weight of 40 

Industrial Anplir.ahi% 

The absorbent article according to the invention has a good fit on a wearer, exhibits excellent leakproofness and 
breathabilrty causing no rash while worn, and has an excellent texture. 

More specifically the back sheet used in the absorbent article of the invention has moisture permeability, high 
strength, excellent leakproofness against low-surface tension liquids, such as urine, has a satisfactory texture and can 
be fastened and unfastened repeatedly. Even through a fastening member is stuck to the back sheet at a position other 
han a landing area, the back sheet is not broken on unfastening followed by re-fastening. The back sheet of the inven- 
tion can be manufactured by heat fusing, offering an advantage of productivity. 

Since the back sheet is a laminated sheet composed of a finely porous resin film and nonwoven fabric, it is perme- 
able to moisture and yet leakproof against liquid, has high tensile and tear strength, and feels soft on its surface with a 
reduced contact area with the skin. Because the nonwoven fabric serves as a female member of a mechanical fastener 
a fastening member formed of a male sheet member of a mechanical fastener can be stuck anywhere so that the dia- 
P6r « r f^ 5 "*^ 0n 3 W6arer ' S ^ withotrt ti 9htening up. Even if the back sheet is made relatively thin, the diaper 
could be fastened firmly with a good fit and easily unfastened and re-fastened without requiring any special reinforce- 
merit 

Accordingly, the absorbent article according to the invention has a back sheet that is soft and yet is not broken with 
no special reinforcement and also exhibits high moisture permeability while having leakproofness against liquid and 
possesses a fastening function that allows unfastening followed by re-fastening. In addition, the absorbent article has 
soft surfaces coming into contact with the skin (corresponding, in the case of an absorbent article, to the sides of the 
topsheet and the back sheet that are opposite to the sides contacting the absorbent member) and has a function of min- 
imizing the contact area with the skin. 

Claims 

1. An absorbent article which comprises a liquid permeable topsheet a liquid impermeable back sheet and an 
absorbent member interposed between said topsheet and said back sheet, substantially forms a rectangular 
shape, and, while worn, forms a front waist body portion located at the front waist of a wearer and a rear waist body 
portton located at the rear waist of a wearer, said rear waist body portion having at each side thereof a fastening 
member for fastening the absorbent article, wherein said absorbent article is characterized in that: 

said back sheet is made up of laminated sheeting composed of a finely porous resin film and nonwoven fabric 
and that 

said fastening member is formed of a male sheet member of a mechanical fastener and designed to be brought 
into direct contact with said nonwoven fabric constituting said back sheet. 

2. An absorbent article according to claim 1 , wherein said finely porous resin film and said nonwoven fabric are lam- 
inated one on another with partial adhesion, the adhesion between said finely porous resin film and said nonwoven 
fabric having a continuous linear pattern which provides continuous linear adhesive areas in high-strength areas 
comprising a waist area located at the waist of a wearer, the leg areas located at each leg of a wearer, and a landing 
area with which said fastening member is to be brought into contact and a discontinuous dotted pattern which pro- 
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vides a large number of discontinuous dot adhesive areas in areas other than said high-strength areas. 

3. An absorbent article according to claim 2, wherein said linear adhesive areas in said linear pattern have a line width 
of 0.2 to 3 mm. the area ratio of the adhesive area to the non-adhesive area in said high-strength areas (the area 

f of the adhesive area:the area of the non-adhesive area) ranges from 5:95 to 70:30. the area of each dot adhesive 
pattern is 0.05 to 5 mm 2 , and the area ratio of the adhesive area to the non-adhesive area in area other than said 
high-strength areas (the area of the adhesive arealhe area of the non-adhesive area) ranges from 1 :99 to 40:60. 

4. An absorbent article according to claim 1 . wherein said finely porous resin film is made of a crystalline polyolefin 
w resin, and said nonwoven fabric is made of a polyolefin series of filaments. 

5 An absorbent article according to claim 1 . wherein said nonwoven fabric is made of a mixture of at least two kinds 
of heat-fusible fibers which are hardly fused together, in which fibers of one kind being strongly fused at their inter- 
sections, and the fused intersections are distributed throughout the nonwoven fabric. 

6. An absorbent article according to daim 1 . wherein said nonwoven fabric is made of f ibers containing at least 50 % 
by weight of heat-fusible conjugated fbers having a core/sheath structure in which the core and the sheath are 
made of the same type of resinous components and the sheath component has a lower melting point. 

so 7. an absorbent article according to claim 1 , wherein said finely porous resin film and said nonwoven fabric are lami- 
nated through heat fusion. 

8 An absorbent article according to claim 1 . wherein said areas other than said high-strength areas comprising a 
waist body area located at the waist of a wearer, the leg areas located at each leg of a wearer, and a landing area 
25 with which the fastening member is to be brought into contact have a moisture permeability of not less than 0 8 
g/[100 cm 2 • hr]. 
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